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THE FANCY COLOUR DIAMOND WAR OF WORDS

SCIENCE OR ROMANCE™?

It’s been said that a different language is a different
vision of life. SAMUEL ORD explores a rift within the
diamond industry about the use of specific terminology.




THE AURORA GREEN ARGYLE TENDER: LOT 8

5.03-carat fancy vivid green diamond 0.64-carat fancy gray-blue diamond
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MAGNIFICENT JEWELS, LOT 1882

5.29-carat fancy intense green diamond
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THE GOLDEN EMPRESS

132.55-carat fancy yellow diamond
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THE ARGYLE VIOLET THE GRAFF PINK

2.83-carat fancy deep grayish bluish violet diamond 23.88-carat flawless fancy vivid pink diamond
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MILESTONE AUCTIONS

The Fanciest

OPPENHEIMER BLUE

This 14.62-carat
rectangular-cut diamond
fetched a record-breaking
USS57.5 million (AU$79.5
million) in 2016.
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DE BEERS BLUE BLUE MOON OF JOSEPHINE

The world’s largest blue
diamond, the De Beers

This 12.03-carat fancy vivid blue
diamond set a price-per-carat
Cullinan Blue, was sold at
auction for SUS57.47 million
($AUB0.96 million) in 2022.

record at auction for any diamond or
gemstone when it sold for US$48.5
million (AUS67.5 million) in 2015.
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"A fancy yellow
diamond must
be the same
yesterday, today,
and tomorrow.
Finally, to
neglect history
and tradition.
or to distance
ourselves from
the mystique
and romance
associated with
natural-colour
diamonds, is to
do injustice to
their beauty.
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FORTUNE PINK

It was hoped that the 18.18-carat pear-
shaped fancy vivid pink diamond would
achieve a historic return; however,

it wasn't to be. It returned $US28.8
million (SAU44.79 million) in 2022.
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WILLIAMSON PINK STAR

The 11.15-carat Williamson Pink
Star sold for $US57.7 million
($AUB9.74 million) at Sotheby's
in Hong Kong in 2022,

PINK STAR

The record return for a pink
diamond at auction remains with
the 59-carat Pink Star, which
was sold in 2017 for SUS71.2

SAKURA DIAMOND

This 15.81-carat fancy vivid stone
was sold to a telephone bidder in
Hong Kong for $HK226 million
(SAU37.7 million) in 2021.

Fancy or not Faney?

AURORA GREEN

A rectangular-cut fancy vivid green
diamond, weighing approximately
5.03 carats, and set within a circular
cut pink diamond surround. Sold at

million (SAU110.73 million). auction in 2016 for $US16.81 million

(5AU25.91 million).

"The term
fantaisie was

used by these
craftsmen
because of the
otherworldly
nature of these

diamonds.
Indeed, when
compared with
white diamonds.
fancy colours do
feel like the stuff
of fiction.
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“If the word fancy’was eliminated due to
redundancy, then that grade would need to be
outright renamed  and finding the appropriate
language is difficult. Should you eliminate
that grade. the entive structure falls apart.”




Fancy or not Fancy? |

THE ARGYLE ROSE THE DELAIRE SUNRISE TZARINA

1.36-carat fancy deep pink diamond 221.81-carat fancy vivid yellow diamond 215-carat fancy intense purplish pink diamond
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